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FIRST READING – Isaiah 9: 2-4, 6-7 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those 

who lived in a land of deep darkness—  on them light has shone. 

You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice 

before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing 

plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their 

shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day 

of Midian.  For a child has been born for us,  a son given to us; authority 

rests upon his shoulders;  and he is named wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall 

grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of 

David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and 

with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal 

of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 

R:  Today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord. 
 

SECOND READING – Titus 2: 11-14 

Beloved: The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 

training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the 

present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and 

godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the 

glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.  He it is who gave 

himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for 

himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 
 

GOSPEL – Luke 2: 1-16 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the 

world should be registered.  This was the first registration and was 

taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria.  All went to their own 

towns to be registered.  Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth 

in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he 

was descended from the house and family of David.  He went to be 

registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 
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expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to 

deliver her child.  And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 

him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger, because there was 

no place for them in the inn.   In that region there were shepherds living 

in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.  Then an angel of 

the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were terrified.   But the angel said to them, “Do not be 

afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 

people:   to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 

Christ, the Lord.   This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 

wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”  And suddenly there 

was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 

saying,  “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace 

among those whom he favors!” … When the angels had left them and 

gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now 

to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord 

has made known to us.”   So they went with haste and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 

FIRST READING – Isaiah 52: 7-10 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who 

announces peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation, 

who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” Listen! Your watchmen lift up 

their voices, together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they see the 

return of the LORD to Zion.  Break forth together into singing, you ruins 

of Jerusalem; for the LORD has comforted his people, he has 

redeemed Jerusalem. The LORD has bared his holy arm before the 

eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the 

salvation of our God. 
 

R:  All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God. 
 

SECOND READING – Hebrews 1: 1-6 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by 

the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by the Son, 

whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created 
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the ages. He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of 

God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. 

When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand 

of the Majesty on high,  having become as much superior to angels as 

the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.  For to which 

of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son; today I have 

begotten you”? Or again, “I will be his Father, and he will be my Son”? 

And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let 

all God’s angels worship him.” 
 

GOSPEL – John 1: 1-18 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All things came 

into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. 

What has come into being  in him was life, and the life was the light of 

the human race. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 

did not overcome it. … There was a man sent from God, whose name 

was John.  He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might 

believe through him.  He himself was not the light, but he came to 

testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 

coming into the world. … He was in the world, and the world came into 

being through him; yet the world did not know him.  He came to what 

was his own, and his own people did not accept him.  But to all who 

received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 

children of God,  who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh 

or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived 

among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only 

begotten son, full of grace and truth.  …  John testified to him and cried 

out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead 

of me because he was before me.’”   From his fullness we have all 

received, grace upon grace.  The law indeed was given through 

Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.  No one has ever 

seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, 

who has made him known. 

 

 

 

 

 



FIRST READING – Sirach 3: 2-6, 12-14 

The Lord honors a father above his children, and he confirms a 

mother’s rights over her children.  Whoever honors their father atones 

for sins, and gains preservation from them. When they pray, they will 

be heard.  Whoever respects their mother is like one who lays up 

treasure. The person who honors their father will have joy in their own 

children, and when they pray they will be heard. Whoever respects 

their father will have a long life, and whoever honors their mother obeys 

the Lord.  My child, help your father in his old age, and do not grieve 

him as long as he lives; even if his mind fails, be patient with him; 

because you have all your faculties do not despise him all the days of 

his life. For kindness to your father will not be forgotten, and will be 

credited to you against your sins – a house raised in justice for you.  
 

R:  Blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways. 
 

SECOND READING – Colossians 3: 12-21 

Brothers and sisters: As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe 

yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and 

patience.  Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint 

against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, 

so you also must forgive.   ... Above all, clothe yourselves with love, 

which binds everything together in perfect harmony.  And let the peace 

of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one 

body. And be thankful.  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach 

and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your 

hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.   And whatever 

you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God the Father through him.   Wives, be subject to 

your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives and 

never treat them harshly. Children, obey your parents in everything, for 

this is your acceptable duty in the Lord.   Fathers, do not provoke your 

children, or they may lose heart. 
 

GOSPEL –  Matthew 2: 13-15,19-23 

Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
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After the wise men had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph 

in a dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to 

Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for 

the child, to destroy him.” Then Joseph got up, took the child and his 

mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until the death 

of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through 

the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” … When Herod died, 

an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 

and said,  “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of 

Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” Then 

Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of 

Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in 

place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being 

warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. There he 

made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been 

spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a 

Nazorean.” 

FIRST READING – 1 John 2: 18-21 

Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that the 

antichrist was coming, so now many antichrists have appeared.  

Thus we know this is the last hour. They went out from us, but they 

were not really of our number; if they had been, they would have 

remained with us. Their desertion shows that none of them was of 

our number. But you have the anointing that comes from the Holy 

One, and you all have knowledge. I write to you not because you 

do not know the truth but because you do, and because every lie is 

alien to the truth. 
 

R: Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice! 
 

GOSPEL – John 1, 1-18 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All things came 

into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. 

What has come into being  in him was life, and the life was the light of 
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the human race. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did 

not overcome it. … There was a man sent from God, whose name was 

John.  He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might 

believe through him.  He himself was not the light, but he came to 

testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 

coming into the world. … He was in the world, and the world came into 

being through him; yet the world did not know him.  He came to what 

was his own, and his own people did not accept him.  But to all who 

received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 

children of God,  who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh 

or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived 

among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only 

begotten son, full of grace and truth.  …  John testified to him and cried 

out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead 

of me because he was before me.’”   From his fullness we have all 

received, grace upon grace.  The law indeed was given through 

Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.  No one has ever 

seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, 

who has made him known. 

FIRST READING – Numbers 6: 22-27 

The LORD said to Moses: “Speak to Aaron and his sons and tell 

them: This is how you shall bless the Israelites. Say to them: The 

LORD bless you and keep you! The LORD let his face shine upon 

you, and be gracious to you! The LORD look upon you kindly and 

give you peace! So shall they invoke my name upon the 

Israelites, and I will bless them.” 
 

R:  May God be gracious to us and bless us. 
 

SECOND READING – Galatians 4: 4-7 

Brothers and sisters: When the fullness of time had come, God sent 

his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to ransom those 

under the law,  so that we might receive our rightful inheritance.  As 

proof that you are sons and daughters, God sent the Spirit of his 
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Son into our hearts, crying out, “Abba, Father!” So you are no 

longer a slave but a child, and as such, also an heir, through God. 
 

GOSPEL –  Luke 2: 16-21 

The shepherds went in haste to Bethlehem and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the infant lying in the manger. When they saw this,  

they made known the message that had been told them about this 

child.  All who heard it were amazed by what had been told them 

by the shepherds. And Mary kept all these things, 

reflecting on them in her heart.  Then the shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen,  

just as it had been told to them. When eight days were completed 

for his circumcision, he was named Jesus, the name given him by 

the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 

 


